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	TOPIC_1: House Bill 1006
Regulation of Tobacco Products

Primary Sponsors:
Representative Cindy Kirchhofer

Status:
Passed House. Referred
to Senate Committee on Health and Provider Services.
	YOUR ASK_1: Thank House members for supporting regulation of tobacco products. Ask Senate to include a repeal of possession, use, and purchase penalties on youth.

In addition to raising the purchasing age to 21, HB 1006 does 4 important things:
1) It enhances penalties for retailers who sell to underage users. 2) It updates tobacco product definitions. 3) It requires annual renewal of tobacco sales certificates to help the ATC and DOR maintain better lists of active tobacco retailers. 4)Extends the distance between a tobacco shop and a school from 200’ to 1,000’.
	POINTs TO MAKE_1: • There is a need to repeal possession, use, and purchase penalties on youth.

• Tobacco companies have targeted our youth.

• We believe that youth tobacco users need access to cessation services, not expensive fines.

• There is a lack of evidence that penalizing youth is effective at reducing tobacco use.


	TOPIC_2: Senate Bill 1
Tobacco and 
Vaping Age  

Authors: Sens. Ed Charbonneau, Rodric Bray, John Ruckelshaus.
Sponsors: Rep. Cindy Kirchhofer, Rep. Todd Huston

Status: Passed Senate. Referred to House Committee on Public Health.
	YOUR ASK_2: Support Senate Bill 1. 
Ask to include an amendment to remove the possession, use, and purchase penalties on youth.

This bill is similar to HB 1006 however the fines for the tobacco retailers are higher.

Prohibits a person who is less than 21 years of age from buying or possessing: (1) tobacco; (2) e-liquids; or (3) electronic cigarettes. Makes conforming changes regarding enforcement provisions, sales certificates, prohibition of delivery sales, and notices posted at retail establishments and at vending machines. 
	POINTs TO MAKE_2: • There is a need to repeal possession, use, and purchase penalties on youth.

• Tobacco companies have targeted our youth.

• We believe that youth tobacco users need access to cessation services, not expensive fines.

• There is a lack of evidence that penalizing youth is effective at reducing tobacco use.
	TOPIC_3: Senate Bill 356
Healthy Food Finance

Authors:
Senators Sen. James Merritt, Jean Breaux, Eddie Melton.
Sponsors: Rep. Robin Shackleford

Status: Passed Senate. Referred to House Committee on Ways and Means.
	YOUR ASK_3: Support Senate Bill 356.

Establishes the healthy food financing fund and healthy food financing program under the administration of the Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority (IHCDA); and provides that the purpose of the fund is to provide financing in the form of loans or grants for projects that increase the availability of fresh and nutritious food in underserved communities.

If the bill passes the House, IHCDA can start to apply for federal, private, and corporate grants to establish the HFFI fund.

	POINTs TO MAKE_3: • Limited access to healthy, affordable foods results in disproportionately higher rates of obesity, diabetes, heart disease and other diet-related health problems.

• In recent years, Healthy Food Financing Initiatives have proliferated around the country as a tool for state and local governments to bring new supermarkets and grocery stores to low-income, underserved communities. 

• The benefits of a robust healthy food financing policy are plentiful. It will improve public health, has potential to lower healthcare costs, creates new markets for local farmers and provides support to local grocers to open, expand and improve their stores.
	TOPIC_4: 
	YOUR ASK_4: 
WHO WE ARE:
Indiana Chapter of the American College of Cardiology

The American College of Cardiology, a 53,000-member nonprofit professional medical society and teaching institution, is dedicated to fostering optimal cardiovascular care and disease prevention through professional education, promotion of research, leadership in the development of standards and guidelines, and the formulation of health care policy. The Indiana Chapter of the American College of Cardiology has 939 members. 
	POINTs TO MAKE_4: 
	CONTACT INFO: 317-456-2223  | indiana.acc@gmail.com | www.inacc.org


