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Raise it for Health Statement on the Indiana House Budget Announcement

INDIANAPOLIS – In response to the Indiana House of Representative’s failure to include a $2 cigarette tax increase in the state budget, the Raise It for Health campaign issued the following statement: 

More than one in five Hoosiers smoke, and for the third consecutive year our state’s smoking rates have gotten worse, dropping Indiana to 44th among states for our smoking rate. Every year, 11,000 Hoosiers die from tobacco-related illnesses, 14,000 babies are born to mothers who smoked during pregnancy and thousands of kids become addicted to cigarettes. 

This is a public health crisis, and without immediate action Indiana will soon rank 50th in the country for our smoking rates and overall health. The road to 50th puts every Hoosier at risk—from our smallest children to our largest businesses - and it demands urgent action from lawmakers. 

Despite these shocking figures and strong Hoosier sentiment in favor of a $2 cigarette tax increase to lower our smoking rates, lawmakers in the Indiana House of Representatives failed to address the smoking crisis in the first half of the legislative session. A House budget that lacks a significant increase in the state’s cigarette tax sends a clear message that health is not a priority.

Leadership in the Indiana Senate must act now to protect Hoosiers and save lives. Significantly raising the cigarette tax is the single most effective action lawmakers can take to lower smoking rates and improve health. On behalf of 70 percent of Hoosier voters and more than 200 leading organizations across the state, we call on the Senate to make Hoosier health a priority this year and add a $2 cigarette tax increase to the state budget. The road to 50th doesn’t have to be a one-way street. Let’s turn things around now.

About Raise it for Health

The Raise it for Health campaign brings together health and business leaders in Indiana to support a cigarette tax increase of at least $2 per pack to reduce smoking, save lives, strengthen our workforce and raise revenue that can be dedicated to urgent public health priorities, including helping more smokers quit and tackling the opioid epidemic. www.raiseitforhealthin.com and www.smokinghurtsourworkforce.com 
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