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	TOPIC_1: House Bill 1565
Cigarette Taxes

Primary Sponsors:
Representative Cindy Kirchhofer

Status:
Referred
to House Comm. on
Public Health
	YOUR ASK_1: Support House Bill 1565. Increase the cigarette tax by $2 to $2.995 per pack of regular size cigarettes and a corresponding increase for larger cigarettes. 

By raising the cigarette tax by $2, we can help 70,000 Hoosiers quit smoking, add $360 million in new 
revenue to the state budget, and Indiana businesses would save $22 a day per smoking employee.

In 2015, 529 Hoosiers died from opioid overdoses. More than 11,000 Hoosiers died from smoking-caused illnesses. We can fight this addiction crisis by raising the cigarette tax.
	POINTs TO MAKE_1: • Tobacco is a burden on Indiana's physical and economic health. Each year more than 11,000 Hoosiers die from tobacco use, more than 3,000 kids become addicted smokers, and Hoosier employers lose billions in health care costs and lost productivity. 

• A new statewide poll shows that 70 percent of Hoosier voters support raising the cigarette tax by $2 per pack. That includes 65 percent of Republican voters. 

• Appropriates for each year of the 2019-2021 biennium $35,000,000 from the tobacco master settlement agreement fund to the tobacco use prevention and cessation trust fund for the state department of health to implement the long range state plan for the prevention and reduction of the usage of tobacco and tobacco products in Indiana.

	TOPIC_2: House Bill 1342
Telephone CPR Instruction Training 

Primary Sponsors: Rep. Ronald Bacon
Rep. Vanessa Summers

Status: Referred to House Committee on Veterans Affairs and Public Safety
	YOUR ASK_2: Support House Bill 1342, Telephone CPR (T-CPR) Instruction legislation, to ensure all 911 dispatchers are trained and able to help callers perform CPR when needed.

High-quality Telephone CPR (T-CPR) saves lives from cardiac arrest and should be a
standard of care for every 9-1-1 telecommunicator that provides dispatch instructions for
medical emergencies in the United States.

T-CPR can help save Hoosier lives.
	POINTs TO MAKE_2: • The proposed statute will only apply to those public safety telecommunicators answering 9-1-1 emergency medical condition calls and deemed qualified to answer such calls on behalf of their agency.

• The training programs would meet or exceed evidence based nationally recognized emergency cardiovascular care guidelines and establish continuing education requirements. 

• This bill does not require Indiana EMS systems to produce its own training modules. With the low-cost or no-cost options that are currently available and based on national standards, Indiana would be able to share those resources statewide. This bill will not change how EMS systems operate at the local level. Provides civil immunity for damages relating to the provision of T-CPR instruction.
	TOPIC_3: Senate Bill 425
Minimum age to purchase tobacco and e-liquids.

Primary Sponsors:
Senators Randall Head, James Merritt, Ed Charbonneau

Status: Referred to Senate Committee on Health and Provider Services
	YOUR ASK_3: Support Senate Bill 425.
We recommend improving Indiana’s health metrics for the sake of Hoosier lives and our state’s economy by raising the minimum age to 21 to purchase tobacco and e-liquids and to enter designated smoking areas of a club or cigar specialty store. 

A 2015 report by the Institute of Medicine shows that raising the age to 21 is predicted to reduce the smoking rate by about 12 percent and smoking-related deaths by 10 percent, which translates into 223,000 fewer premature deaths, 50,000 fewer deaths from lung cancer, and 4.2 million fewer years of life lost.
	POINTs TO MAKE_3: • Raising the sale age to 21 complements other strategies to reduce tobacco use, including higher tobacco taxes (support HB 1565), strong smoke-free laws that include all workplaces and public places, and well-funded, sustained tobacco prevention and cessation programs.

• This bill provides an exception for those 18-year olds serving in the military, which we believe should be removed. The Department of Defense (DoD) estimates that 75,000 current Active Duty Service members will die from smoking unless they are able to quit. The DoD, the Army, Navy, Marines, and Air Force have each set goals to become tobacco-free. Tobacco use is bad for military preparedness. The military recognizes the negative impact of tobacco on troop readiness & health.

• Tobacco-related illness is the leading cause of preventable death for Hoosiers. We can do better.
	TOPIC_4: 
	YOUR ASK_4: 
WHO WE ARE:
Indiana Chapter of the American College of Cardiology

The American College of Cardiology, a 53,000-member nonprofit professional medical society and teaching institution, is dedicated to fostering optimal cardiovascular care and disease prevention through professional education, promotion of research, leadership in the development of standards and guidelines, and the formulation of health care policy. The Indiana Chapter of the American College of Cardiology has 824 members. 
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