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	TOPIC_1: House Bill 1578
Cigarette Tax &
Smoking Age

Primary Sponsors:
Representatives Cindy Kirchhofer, Charlie Brown, Cindy Ziemke

Status:
Passed House Public Health Committee


	YOUR ASK_1: Support House Bill 1578.

The Indiana Chapter-ACC recommends improving Indiana’s health metrics for the sake of Hoosier lives and our state’s economy by raising the tobacco tax and smoking age.



	POINTs TO MAKE_1: This bill WILL call for:
• Raising the tobacco tax by $1.50 per pack. 
• Restoring funding for tobacco cessation and prevention to $35 million
• Raising the age of purchase from 18 to 21 for all tobacco products
• Repealing preferential treatment for smokers.

One in five Hoosiers smokes, and tobacco use costs Indiana $6 billion annually in health care expenses and lost productivity. 

Tobacco-related illness is also the leading cause of preventable death for Hoosiers. We can do better.
	TOPIC_2: Senate Bill 277
Healthy Food Initiative Program 

Primary Sponsors: Sen. Randall Head, Sen. Jon Ford, Sen. John Ruckelshaus, Sen. Greg Taylor, Sen. Lonnie Randolph

Status: Passed comm., to Senate   


	YOUR ASK_2: Support Senate Bill 277.

Throughout Indiana there are areas where Hoosiers do not have access to healthier foods, and the Indiana-ACC supports the passage of this bill to help.

This bill will establish the healthy food initiative program to be administered by the Indiana housing and community development authority to assist new businesses, existing businesses, and other legal entities to offer fresh or unprocessed foods within an underserved geographic area. 
	POINTs TO MAKE_2: • Limited access to healthy, affordable foods results in disproportionately higher rates of obesity, diabetes, heart disease and other diet-related health problems.

• In recent years, Healthy Food Financing Initiatives have proliferated around the country as a tool for state and local governments to bring new supermarkets and grocery stores to low-income, underserved communities. 

• The benefits of a robust healthy food financing policy are plentiful. It will improve public health, has potential to lower healthcare costs, creates new markets for local farmers and provides support to local grocers to open, expand and improve their stores.
	TOPIC_3: 
	YOUR ASK_3: WHO WE ARE:
Indiana Chapter of the American College of Cardiology

The American College of Cardiology, a 53,000-member nonprofit professional medical society and teaching institution, is dedicated to fostering optimal cardiovascular care and disease prevention through professional education, promotion of research, leadership in the development of standards and guidelines, and the formulation of health care policy. The Indiana Chapter of the American College of Cardiology has 730 members. 
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